MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
Not long afterwards, in 677, Constantine IV, with the help of
Greek fire, drove the Arab fleet from Constantinople, and com-
pelled the Caliph Moawiya to pay him tribute, and, on the other
hand, assured the Empire's Italian possessions by signing a definitive
peace with the Lombards.1
The Empire had saved Constantinople, and retained Rome and
the Exarchate of Ravenna, but was henceforth confined—after the
loss of Spain and Africa—to the Eastern Mediterranean. And it
seemed at this moment that the Roman Church, which had itself
lost Africa and Spain through die advance of Islam, was very far
from turning toward the West. The Council of 680 seemed to
link its destinies very definitely with those of the Empire, which
had become purely Greek. Of thirteen Popes who had filled the
Papal throne between 678 and 752, only two were of Roman
origin-—Benedict II (684-685) and Gregory II (715-731). All the
rest were Syrians, Greeks, or at least Sicilians. Now Sicily, where
the Greek element had been considerably increased by the Syrian
immigration whichfollowed the conquest of Syria by the Musulmans,
was almost completely Hellenized by the end of the 7th century.2
The new orientation of the Church toward Byzantium was not
in any sense due to the increasing intervention of the Byzantine
power in the affairs of the Pontificate. The intervention of the
Exarch, who, since Heraclius, had to ratify the Papal elections,
was little more than a formality. The Papal elections, entirely free
from any interference, took place in the Roman milieu, so that it
is strange that Greeks were so constantly chosen to occupy the
throne of Saint Peter.
Since the peace with the Lombards the only troops in Byzantine
Italy were those levied locally, the others being employed against
Islam. Byzantium, therefore, was powerless to enforce her authority
at the Papal elections. But in these elections the troops, like the
clergy of Rome, played a preponderant part. Now, the majority
of the military officers were Hellenized, and so were very many of
the priests, which explains^these Syrian nominations.
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